Southwest Florida

1
Ronald McDonald House
The Ronald McDonald House is a “homeaway-from-home” for families with
children receiving medical treatment
at Golisano Children’s Hospital of
Southwest Florida. The House offers
families a place to call home at little or
no cost so they can stay close to their
hospitalized child. Since 1996, more
than 3,000 families have stayed at the
Ronald McDonald House in Fort Myers.
The Ronald McDonald House
plate was painted by the House
Manager, Karen Marshall.

Inspiration for Art
This plate was inspired by all of the families who have stayed
with us at Ronald McDonald House over the last 20 years.

2
JJason “B
“Big M
Mama” Jones
Born in the Midwest but a Floridian at
heart, Jason “Big Mama” Jones has been
the morning host for WXKB B103.9 for
eight years. A family man, Big Mama
and his wife, Sara, have four kids.
Whenever possible, Big Mama is on the
water enjoying fishing and the great
outdoors. He is also big into helping
the community and considers himself
the voice of Southwest Floridians.
Knowledgeable of everything that is
Southwest Florida, you can see Big
Mama frequenting different restaurants,
theaters and events throughout the
area. He was voted Best Radio Personality in a News-Press Reader’s Poll,
and is also a tech savvy website designer and social media expert.

Inspiration for Art
I painted the dolphin because I love the water — one of the best aspects of
being in Southwest Florida. As an avid fisherman, I thought I should paint a
picture of something I am passionate about. Besides, a pair of headphones or
a radio wouldn’t be nearly as colorful or playful!

3
Dane Eagle
State Representative,
Florida House District 77
Dane Eagle was born and raised in
Cape Coral, Florida, and has served
his hometown in the Florida House of
Representatives, District 77, since 2012.
He has distinguished himself as a highly
effective legislator by passing a total
of 23 bills through the Florida House,
18 of which have become laws that
focus on issues as varied as criminal
justice, deregulation, and government
accountability. He currently serves as
Chairman of the House Energy and Utilities Subcommittee. Dane received
his Bachelor Degree in Economics from the University of Florida, and
enjoys spending free time on the beautiful waters of Southwest Florida.

Inspiration for Art
The inspiration for my design is the Florida sunshine; it’s what’s brought
us all to Southwest Florida and is the essence of our way of life.

4
Heather Fitzenhagen
State Representative,
Florida House District 78
With deep roots in the Fort Myers
community, Heather has been a District
78 resident for more than two decades.
She is a member of the Florida State Bar
Association and affiliated with the Morgan
& Morgan law firm. Her experience in
the financial sector as vice president
for AIG has established her strength
as an all-around business leader.
Heather is from Dallas, and
graduated from Hollins University with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Political Science She earned her J.D. from Nova Southeastern University
Law School. She serves on numerous local committees and boards,
as well as state legislative committees and subcommittees.

Inspiration for Art
I just flecked some red and yellow paint in circular patterns, which is
representative of the circles we often run in Florida politics to get things done.

5
Barbara Fewster
With no formal training, Barbara started
painting and drawing after her children
entered school. Over the years, she has
worked in several mediums and now
incorporates them into her new work. She
has done commission work throughout
Ohio, Illinois and Florida, and has had
her work shown in many cities and art
magazines. She also enjoys donating
a lot of her work to charity, finding
great pleasure in knowing people are
pleased with it. Barbara also has had a
lot of fun over the years as an ArtFest
Fort Myers “Art Under 20” judge.

Inspiration for Art
I wanted to honor our Ronald McDonald for always being there with a smile and
those wonderful shoes. What better place to put them than on our Florida beach!

6
John Manning
Commissioner John Manning has been
a resident of Lee County for more
than 35 years, with 22 years of public
service. He and his wife have lived in
Cape Coral since 1980, where they
raised two daughters. He served on the
Cape Coral City Council from 1982 to
1986, and in 1988 was appointed to the
Board of County Commissioners. He
returned to the private sector in 2000
as a Corporate Benefit Consultant with
the environmental engineering firm
Malcolm Pirnie. In 2010, he returned to
the Board of County Commissioners
by gubernatorial appointment and is serving another term through 2020.

Inspiration for Art
Blue Sky.

Mike Jung
Mike was named President of The
News-Press Media Group in 2015. Prior
to that, he held the same position with
the Idaho Statesman, and before that
was the Publisher at the Santa Cruz
Sentinel. His newspaper career includes
stints in the Bay Area, Akron, southern
California and Florida with notable
companies like Knight Ridder, McClatchy,
Gannett and MediaNews Group.
He is passionate about education,
and is engaged in the community in
a number of ways. He is an outdoor
enthusiast and enjoys running, biking, hiking, tennis and golf, and is learning
new culinary skills. Mike has three children working in San Francisco.

Inspiration for Art
When I think of children, playfulness and innocence come to mind, and
this image brings that to life! Kids deserve every opportunity to play, to
be curious, and ultimately to be successful in everything they pursue.

Joe Catti
Joe is Director, President, and Chief
Executive Officer of FineMark Holdings
Inc. and FineMark National Bank & Trust
in Fort Myers. He is a Florida native,
a graduate of Florida International
University, and has more than 30 years of
banking experience in the Sunshine State.
He is extensively involved in the Lee
County community, and is a member
of numerous boards of directors
for institutions and organizations.
He is the campaign chairperson of
the Golisano Children’s Hospital of
Southwest Florida, and was inducted into Junior Achievement’s 2015
Business Hall of Fame for Lee County.
Joe and his wife of 30 years, JoAnn, have four children.

Inspiration for Art
The guitar represents my lifelong appreciation of music. It can bring the soul alive.

Sandy Stilwell
Sandy is the owner of Stilwell Enterprises
& Restaurant Group, which comprises
The Captiva Island Inn, Keylime Bistro,
RC Otters Island Eats, Cantina Captiva,
Sunshine Seafood Cafe & Wine Bar, Latte
Da Coffee Shop, Celebration Center of
Captiva, Paradise Shopping Center of
Captiva and the new Summerlin Jake’s
Seafood & Steaks. Sandy is on the Board of
Director of Children’s Charities of Southwest
Florida (Southwest Florida Food & Wine
Fest), Pace Center For Girls Lee County,
Board of Trustees of Hodges University,
Gulfshore Life Advisory Board, FGCU Resort
& Hospitality School Advisory Board and Stonegate Bank Advisory Board.

Inspiration for Art
As Past President of Ronald McDonald House and part of the original
construction committee 20 years ago, I experienced firsthand how our House is
truly “The House That Love Built.” We love our children of Southwest Florida!
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Phil Borchmann
For nearly 12 years, Phil has served as the
editor of the award-winning Gulfshore
Business, a business-to-business
publication covering Lee, Collier and
Charlotte counties. He also edits the
Naples REALTOR—the official magazine of
the Naples Area Board of Realtors, which
is published by Gulfshore Life magazine.
Before his arrival in Southwest Florida, Phil
spent about 15 years working as a reporter
at newspapers such as the Chicago
Tribune and the Rockford Register Star
in Rockford, Illinois, his hometown. He is
a graduate of Illinois State University.

Inspiration for Art
The image I painted—disclaimer: I am not an artist—is meant to illustrate
the pursuit of unity, or some degree thereof, and celebration of diversity in
a time when there is a lot of division in our country and around the world.
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Norman Love
Internationally acclaimed pastry chef
and chocolatier Norman Love blends a
master’s appreciation of the senses with
the art of the chef to create handcrafted
chocolates. He and his wife, Mary, started
the company in Fort Myers 15 years ago,
and now own and operate four chocolate
salons in Southwest Florida. His story is
an inspiring one of creating a business
from scratch, and growing it into a globally
recognized brand that has been featured
on numerous well-known media outlets.
Rooted in the community where
they’ve raised their business and family, Norman and Mary Love
support more than 250 charities locally.

Inspiration for Art
The flower signifies hope. Every time I walk into the Ronald McDonald House,
I am reminded of the hope shared by the families who stay there to be nearby
their children at Golisano Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida.
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Shannon
Sh
h
Yates
Yt
Shannon was one of the region’s top
chefs and restaurateurs who emerged in
1999 at Bacchus & Co. He is co-owner
and executive chef at Nevermind
Awesome Bar & Eatery and Beastie Bar,
Animal House Swine & Cocktail Bar and
Danger Danger, all in downtown Cape
Coral. Shannon was also the founding
chef of Cru in 2006, the same year he and
other all-star chefs “performed” at the
James Beard House in New York City.
Shannon engages in the community
that has given him so much support
and love over the years by way
of sponsorships and other charitable commitments.

Inspiration for Art
My inspiration for this artwork is a new restaurant that Nevermind and
Nice Guys Pizza collaborated on called Danger Danger: Feeding the
Fearless. This was a draft of possible logos for the new venture.
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Laura Ragain
Executive Director, Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Southwest Florida
A native of Detroit, Michigan, Laura
and her husband, Bruce, have been
Southwest Floridians for 30 years. She
turned her communications talents
to the healthcare world, working for
Nemours Children’s Clinic during its
partnership with The Children’s Hospital
of Southwest Florida. When the Nemours
partnership ended, Laura continued her
commitment to healthcare as a member
of the Marketing & Communications
team at Lee Memorial Health System. After 13 months as Communications
Director at Hope Hospice, she was appointed to her current position in 2010.

Inspiration for Art
While each day brings challenges and often times uncertainty, one thing our
families can count on is a home-cooked meal every day. A meal prepared
by caring volunteers who want to help others in their time of need.

1
Randall “Randy” Henderson Jr.
Randy is the Mayor of the City of Fort
Myers, a resident of Fort Myers for 37
years, and CEO of Corbin Henderson
Company, a real estate firm serving
since 1986. Prior to being elected mayor
in November 2009, he served for nine
years on the Fort Myers City Council.
In 2015, he was named president of
the Florida League of Mayors.
Mayor Henderson is a dedicated
public servant with a passion
for helping his community and
its residents. He is an active
community volunteer, a pilot and an avid fisherman. Randy and
his wife of 37 years, Ginny, have three adult children.

Inspiration for Art
When I was a little boy growing up in North Carolina, I was fascinated
with aircraft. I have come to appreciate the freedom flying oﬀers,
and the opportunity to see the world from a unique perspective.
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Rachel Pierce
Rachel is co-anchor of NBC-2 News
Today. She joined the team in August
2014. A Wisconsin native, Rachel has
held news anchor duties in Wisconsin,
Nebraska and Iowa. She graduated
magna cum laude from Oklahoma City
University, where she received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Mass Communications.
Florida has always been where she
wanted to be, because “every day here
seems like a vacation.” Her husband,
two daughters and son agree with her,
having enjoyed their fair share of Midwest
winters. It does not hurt that a lot of her extended family lives here as well.

Inspiration for Art
I chose to paint a bird of paradise because the day I moved here
from Iowa, our new house had a single bird of paradise growing in the
middle of my front yard garden and I thought, “Yes, this is paradise!”
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Suzanne Costa
Raised by an artist, the late great Eddie
Costa of American Jazz Fame, Suzanne
grew up with the creative element
all around her. Suzanne Interiors was
established in 2000 and continues to
create a personal design aesthetic for
every client she serves. She has been
privileged to work with some of the great
innovators of Florida’s Gold Coast, New
York City and recently the Naples area.
Suzanne has been a member
of the Ronald McDonald Board
of Directors since 2014. She has
used her design firm and the design community to bring into focus
transformation of spaces to help bring the best healing environment.

Inspiration for Art
My roots in New York City and long-time connection with Ronald
McDonald House Charities was the foundation of my inspiration.
The NYC skyline is only changed by the addition of a Ronald
McDonald House standing out to receive people in need.
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Theresa Mitchell
Mitchell
Mi
h ll
Theresa’s southern roots run deep.
As a seventh-generation Floridian
and a third-generation Fort Myers
native, she prides herself on her deep
Florida heritage. Theresa currently
works as a professional mom to two
darling daughters, Georgia and Victoria.
Previously, Theresa worked with her
family’s company, Crews Environmental,
as the Oﬃce Manager and Controller.
Community involvement has included the
American Red Cross, American Cancer
Society and several other organizations.

Inspiration for Art
Just feeling nostalgic.

1
Christopher
Ch
h S
Spiro
Chris launched his advertising career
as an art director 30 years ago, and
furthered his expertise as a designer
and creative director ever since. He
set up his shop as The Spiro Group
Inc. in 1989. He loves the architectural
challenges involved with building or
evolving clients’ brands. Chris’s experience
spans numerous industries, including
hospitality, real estate developments,
home building, automotive, marine, law,
government, medical, health care and
way too many more to name here.
Always civic-minded, Chris is active throughout Southwest Florida, including
serving on a number of boards of directors and executive committees.

Inspiration for Art
This piece is the collaboration of the Brand Architects® at Spiro & Associates.
The red area surrounding the ampersand are our fingerprints, representative
of the personal touch that we incorporate into all of our creative endeavors.

Marni Sawicki
Marni was elected as the first woman
mayor of Cape Coral, the 10th largest
city in Florida. She has spent 20-plus
years in the insurance industry, and is
the CEO/President of her own strategic
marketing company, Indigo Pros.
She is a Trustee for the Florida Municipal
Insurance Trust and a member of
the board of directors for the Florida
League of Mayors. She also belongs
to the Florida League of Cities and
the U.S. Conference of Mayors, where
she serves on many committees.
Originally from Michigan, Marni loves spending time with her two
teenagers, Madisson and Brendon, and enjoys volunteering for
various community organizations.

Inspiration for Art
“Love Conquers All,” or “Amor Vincit Omnia” in Latin.
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Tim Mitchell
Tim is CEO of the family-owned Suncoast
Beverage Sales in Fort Myers, and has
held a number of positions in various
divisions since 2001 before becoming
president of the company. He was a
supervisor in the off-premise division,
then later in the on-premise department.
In 2004, he became warehouse
manager and later the on-premise
sales director. In 2006, he was named
general manager, and took his current
position in 2009. Tim oversees the dayto-day operations of the company,
and is responsible for the company’s
growth and future operations. The Mitchell family is happy to
support the community in which they live and work.

Inspiration for Art
I thought about the iconic and classic Bud Light “Tin Tacker” beer signs.
They make a great retro addition to any Anheuser-Busch fan’s man
cave or other fun space.
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Terry Jo Myers
Retired professional golfer and threetime LPGA Tour event winner Terry Jo
Myers received the Ben Hogan Award
from the Golf Writers Association of
America in 1998, as well as Comeback
Player of the Year Award from Golf
Digest. Florida Gov. Jeb Bush appointed
her to serve on the Florida Sports
Foundation Board of Directors, and
she spent 10 years as a national
spokesperson for Johnson & Johnson’s
Pharmaceuticals Division. The Fort
Myers native also lobbied and testified
before the U.S. House and Senate for
several years on behalf of Interstitial Cystitis.

Inspiration for Art
I have always been fascinated with the sleek speed of cheetahs and leopards.
This art reveals that whimsical sleekness.
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Michele Eddy
Michele is a community volunteer who
dabbled in clay and painting several years
ago. She had a fully stocked art room
and three kilns to cook up works of art.
Michele thoroughly enjoyed the entire
experience and the therapy it provided.
“Eat. Clay. Love.” gave Michele the perfect
reason to re-energize her artistic creativity.

Inspiration for Art
My inspiration was a coloring book. Plus, I love to eat!
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Cinnamon
Cinnamon has been a part of Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Southwest
Florida since August 2004 when
he was 10 weeks old. His favorite
memories these past 12 years are of
the times spent with over 1,000 families
who have walked through our front
doors! Oh, and he loves to bark!
When not spending time being loved,
begging for treats, lounging on his
favorite chair, staring out the front door or
attending a meeting, he enjoys his mom,
House Manager Karen Marshall, taking
him for a neighborhood stroll.

Inspiration for Art
It was very easy for me to be inspired to create a masterpiece because
of all the love I see every day in the caring environment at Ronald
McDonald House of Southwest Florida. And I love good, long walks!
Woof, Woof,
Cinnamon
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Willard Scott
Veteran broadcaster Willard Scott retired
from NBC in 2015 after 65 years with the
popular network, 35 of those years on
the Today show. He first served as a disk
jockey and weatherman in Washington,
D.C., from 1950 to 1972, and began his
celebrated tenure as weatherman for
Today in 1980. He took on a part-time role
in 1996. Willard is the author or co-author
of seven books, and was awarded the
Private Sector Award for Public Service
from President Ronald Reagan in 1985.
Willard was the first-ever Ronald McDonald
for the McDonald’s in the 60s.

Inspiration for Art
True to form, my inspiration for the platter artwork came from various
weather conditions.
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Karen & Jim Nathan
Karen and Jim have been involved
with children’s charities, fundraisers
and special causes for years. As
president of the Junior League in the
1980s, Karen participated in the early
discussions about bringing a Ronald
McDonald House to Southwest Florida.
As president of Lee Health, Jim has
been involved with the vision and
creation of Golisano Children’s Hospital
and children’s health throughout our
region. Karen, with a Ph.D. in education,
is an author and president of the board
of De LaSalle Academy, a school
for children with special needs. Both Karen and Jim are regular
donors of education grant funding for health careers.

Inspiration for Art
Joy of families being together. Ronald McDonald House helps make that happen.
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Ronald McDonald
Ronald grew up in McDonaldland
with Mayor McCheese, Hamburglar,
Grimace, Early Bird and all the fry guys
that live there. He is currently going
to diﬀerent Ronald McDonald Houses
and having a wonderful time. Ronald
is so happy to be here to celebrate
Eat. Clay. Love. this evening!

Inspiration for Art
After graduating Hamburger University, Ronald dedicated his life to
bringing joy to children. When he is not in his restaurants, he is visiting
children’s hospitals and Ronald McDonald Houses around the world. In
his spare time, he enjoys juggling, making jokes and clowning around.

A special thanks to
our Sponsors!

Sandy Stillwell and the new Summerlin Jake’s Seafood and Steaks graciously
provided the elegant champagne for tonight’s event. Located near the bridge
to Sanibel, Summerlin Jake’s offers new American cuisine prepared in the old
Florida tradition. The restaurant pays tribute to the rich history of Punta Rassa,
where Jake Summerlin owned a wharf.

Suncoast Beverage
Sales

The beer you are enjoying today is compliments of the Mitchell family at
Suncoast Beverage Sales in Fort Myers. Suncoast Beverage Sales distributes
Anheuser-Busch products and other fine beverages to wholesalers,
restaurants, sports lounges, drug stores, the hospitality industry, and other
popular commercially licensed institutions in Southwest Florida.

A special thanks to
our Sponsors!
Eat. Clay. Love. would not be possible without Cone 06 Pottery Painting
Studio and its expertise. Cone 06 provided all of the materials and specialized
guidance and know-how for the platter painting process. The Naplesbased business is dedicated to firing people’s imagination by providing a
comfortable, fun place to create hand-painted works of art.
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The Brand Architects® team led by Christopher Spiro created all the marketing
materials to make this event an exciting one. From the celebrities’ platters
concept to the logo, design, email marketing and name of the event, Team
Spiro came through for us brilliantly — as they have for so many years.

This program you are reading was also made possible by the awardwinning, quality work of Panther Printing. For over 20 years, Panther Printing
professionals have been on the leading edge of technology and other
advancements to offer their clients the best products at the best value with
the best turnaround time possible.
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